TO EVERY JAPANESE                                4-27

Very soon you will have completed five years of war
against Japanese aggression and invasion and all the sorrow
and misery that these have brought to China. My heart
goes out to the people of China in deep sympathy and in
admiration for their heroic struggle and endless sacrifices
in the cause of their dbuntry's freedom and integrity
against tremendous odds. I am convinced that this hero-
ism and sacrifice cannot be in vain; they must bear fruit.
To you, to Madame Chiang and to the great people of
China, I send my earnest and sincere wishes for your suc-
cess. I look forward to the day when a free India and a
free China will co-operate together in friendship and
brotherhood for their own good and for the good of Asia
and the world.

In anticipation of your permission, I am taking liberty
of publishing* this letter in Harijan.

Yours sincerely,
Sd. M. K. Gandhi
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TO EVERY JAPANESE

I must confess at the outset that, though I have no
ill-will against you, I intensely dislike your attack upon
China. From your lofty height you have descended to
imperial ambition. You will fail to realize that ambition
and may become the authors of the dismemberment of
Asia, thus unwittingly preventing world federation and
brotherhood without which there can be no hope for
humanity.

Ever since I was a lad of eighteen studying in
London over fifty years ago, I learnt, through the writings
of the late Sir Edwin Arnold, to prize the many excellent
qualities of your nation. I was thrilled when in South Africa
I learnt of your brilliant victory over Russian arms. After
my return to India from South Africa in 1915, I came in
close touch with Japanese monks who lived as members of
our Ashram from time to time. One of them became a
valuable member of the Ashram in Sevagram,  and    his

* Its publication was withheld at that time.